Bloomington Dental Surgeon 




Patient Informatio 




Background Information 

Oral and maxillofacial surgery requires additional years of hospital-based surgical and 
anesthesia training after graduation from dental school. As an oral and maxillofacial surgeon, 
Dr. Devitt manages a wide variety of problems relating to the mouth, teeth and facial regions. 
Dr. Devitt practices a This also includes techniques designed to rebuild bone structure with 
minimal surgical intervention and optimal patient comfort. We can also diagnose and treat 
facial pain, facial injuries, and fractures. 

Surgical Staff 

The surgical staff at Timothy J. Devitt D.M.D. are experienced, certified oral and maxillofacial 
surgical assistants, who assist in administration of IV sedation and surgery. We also have a 
trained registered nurse (RN) to assist in surgery. All staff are informed administrative 
personnel, well-versed in health and insurance policies, and are CPR certified. 



If you have pain or an emergency situation, every attempt will be made to see you that day. 
We try our best to stay on schedule to minimize your waiting. Due to the fact Dr. Devitt 
provides many types of dental services, various circumstances may lengthen the time 
allocated for a procedure. Emergency cases can also arise and cause delays. We appreciate 
your understanding and patience. 



ase call us at 812-332-2204 with any questions or to schedule an appointmen 





Dental Implants 



Dental implants are changing the way people live. They are designed to provide a foundation for 
replacement teeth that look, feel, and function like natural teeth. The person who has lost teeth 
regains the ability to eat virtually anything, knowing that teeth appear natural and that facial 
contours will be preserved. Patients with dental implants can smile with confidence. 

What Are Dental Implants 

The implants themselves are tiny titanium posts that are surgically placed into the jawbone 
where teeth are missing. These metal anchors act as tooth root substitutes. The bone bonds 
with the titanium, creating a strong foundation for artificial teeth. Small posts that protrude 
through the gums are then attached to the implant. These posts provide stable anchors for 
artificial replacement teeth. 

The Surgical Procedure 

For most patients, the placement of dental implants involves two surgical procedures. First, 
implants are placed within your jawbone. For the first three to six months following surgery, the 
implants are beneath the surface of the You should be able to wear temporary dentures and eat 
a soft diet during this time. At the same time, your dentist is forming new replacement teeth. 



After the implant has bonded to the jawbone, the second phase begins. Dr. Devitt will uncover 
the implants and attach small posts that protrude through the gums and will act as anchors for 
the artificial teeth. When the artificial teeth are placed, these posts will not be seen. The entire 
procedure usually takes six to eight months. Most patients experience minimal disruption in their 
daily life. 



After Placement of Dental Implants 



0 not disturb the wound. Avoid rinsing, spitting, or touching the wound on the day of surg 
In most cases there will be a metal healing abutment protruding through the gingival (gum) 
tissue. 
Bleeding 

Some bleeding or redness in the saliva is normal for 24 hours. Excessive bleeding (your mouth 
fills up rapidly with blood) can be controlled by biting on a gauze pad placed directly on 
the bleeding wound for 30 minutes. If bleeding continues please call for further instructions. 

Swelling 

Swelling is a normal occurrence after surgery. To minimize swelling, apply an ice bag, or a 
plastic bag, or towel filled with ice on the cheek in the area of surgery. Apply the ice 
continuously, as much as possible, for the first 36 hours. 

Diet 

Drink plenty of fluids. Avoid hot liquids or food. Soft food and liquids should be eaten on the day 
of surgery. Return to a normal diet as soon as possible unless otherwise directed. 

Pain 

You should begin taking pain medication as soon as you feel the local anesthetic wearing off. 
For moderate pain, 1 or 2 Tylenol or Extra Strength Tylenol may be taken every 3-4 hours. 
Ibuprofen (Advil or Motrin) may be For severe pain, the prescribed medication should be taken 
as directed. Do not take any of the above medication if you are allergic, or have been instruct 
by your doctor not to take it. 
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For more information please visit 
//www.oralsureervofbloomineton.com 



857 S. Auto Mall Rd 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
Phone: 812-332- 



